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Responding to an Abandoned
Mine Land Emergency

When an abandoned mine land (AML)
emergency is reported, Division of
Mineral Resources Management emer-
gency personnel immediately respond.
An initial site investigation is made to
determine if immediate measures are
required.

When necessary, the site is secured
by installing a safety fence around
open holes or bringing contractors to
the site to shore up buildings, remov-
ing slide material threatening a house
or road, or advising people to relocate
away from dangerous mine gases or
fires.

Area residents, public officials or
citizens knowledgeable about the
problem are interviewed. Site features
are measured, photographed and
mapped to determine if the problem
is caused by past mining activities.

Other appropriate agencies may be
contacted for assistance such as the
Ohio Mine Subsidence Insurance
Underwriting Association at 800-282-
1772, the Ohio Emergency Manage-
ment Agency at 614-889-7150, or
local fire and rescue organizations.

What Happens Next

If the problem is found to be caused by
past mining activities, a number of legal
and engineering processes need to take
place. These generally include:

researching maps and deeds to
identify landowners and obtain
right-of-entry to access the land

meeting with consultants and
engineers to develop plans to
remediate the problem

obtaining approval from the federal
authority for funding of the project

exploratory drilling and coordinating
with other governmental authorities
that may impact the remediation
process

Once completed, a contractor is
authorized to begin construction to
eliminate the hazardous condition. All

Excavation of an open subsidence prior to back-
filling and grading

X "}

work is completed under the guidance
and direction of Division personnel and

is limited to only the location where the
hazard exists. The project site is restored
to a similar condition that existed prior
to the emergency occurring.

Non-Emergency Problems

Mining related problems that do not pose
an immediate threat are referred to the
non-emergency program for investigation
and possible restoration funding.

Division regional offices that handle
abandoned mine land non-emergency
problems are located at:

3601 Newgarden Road
Salem, OH 44460-9571
330-222-1527

2207 Reiser Ave SE
New Philadelphia, OH 44663-3333
330-339-2207

| 1296 East Pike Road
Cambridge, OH 43725-9669
740-439-3640

280 East State Street
Athens, OH 45701-1827
740-592-3748

2045 Morse Road, Bldg H3
Columbus, OH 43229-6693
614-265-6633
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