OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF RECLAMATION

#%# POLICY/PROCEDURE DIRECTIVE ##

REGULATORY 93-1

Subject: Criteria for the development of brushpiles
Effective: January 12, 1993
Purpose: To provide standard critoria for construction methodology,

configuration and placement of brushpiles for the
enhancement of wildlife habitat on active permits.

The Division of Reclamation has conferred with the Divisions of

ildlife and Forestry to develop criteria for the construction of

brushpiles. Properly constructed brushpiles will serve as immediate
habitat for wildlife and as areas for natural seed germination.

Confiquration and Location_ <consicegatio::

The most 1mportant factor to take into account when considering the
use of brushpiles is that their configuration and location must not
conflict with the postmining land use. It would be 1nappropr1ate, for
example, to leave a brushpile in the middle of a field that is to be used
for cropland, or in the main drainage course to a permanent pond where
runoff might carry debris into the pond and plug the standpipe.

Tree Stumps an xcessive Soi

In constructing a brushpile, tree stumps must be cleared of excessive
amounts of soil clinging to their root systems. Compacted soil along the
base of the brushpile will greatly reduce the utilization of the pile by
wildlife, and soil can also contribute to the compaction of the logs.
U51ng a brush rake to push these materials into place, for example, will
minimize the amount of soil adhesion and compaction.



3rushpile Dimension

While the length of brushpiles may differ great}y! depending on thei.
location and type, their width and height will be limited. The width may
not exceed 35 feet, and the height may not exceed 15 feet, although
allowances will be made for occasional tree branches that may exceed these
limits. Brushpiles must not be traversed by heavy equipment during or
after their construction to avoid compaction.

shpij es and Construction ite

The Division will recognize three different types of brushpiles --
perimeter brushpiles, wildlife lanes, and odd areas brushpiles -- and has
developed the following criteria for each type:

1. Perimeter brushpiles should be located inside of and essentially
parallel to the reclaimed perimeter of a permit. Such
brushpiles may be approved for up to one-half of the total
perimeter of the reclaimed area. No segment of a perimeter
brushpile should exceed 400 feet in length and segments should
be spaced at least 50 feet apart.

2. Brushpiles to be used as wildlife lanes will run from cne side
of the perimeter across the reclaimed area to the oti:r side,
or, if the wildlife lane does not cross the entire affected
area, will extend from the perimeter into the reéclaimed area
Wildlife lane brushpiles must meet the same length and spacing
criteria as perimeter brushpiles. No more than one wildlife
lane may be constructed for every 50 acres of affected area, or
portion thereof.

3. "0dd areas", out-of-the-way places in a permit area that cannot
practically be used for pastureland or cropland, can often be
developed as excellent wildlife areas by the use of brushpiles.
For example, locating a brushpile near a permanent pond (but not
in an area of heavy runoff) will provide nesting and escape
cover for wildlife adjacent to the water source. Another
example would be to use brushplles in the reclamation of long
access roads. A brushpile in an odd area should contorm to the
configuration of the odd area, with its total length not
exceeding 400 feet and segments should be spaced at least 50
feet apart.



Notification in the Permit Apglication or ARP

If an operator intends to construct brushpiles on a permit area, this
information must be included in the permit application, indicating the
type(s) of brushpiles to be built -- perimeter brushpiles, wildlife lanes,
and/or odd areas brushpiles -- and a statement that the brushpiles will be
constructed in accordance with PPD 93-1 and that their locations will be
shown on the appropriate annual map. If an operator wishes to revise a
current permit to allow for the use of brushpiles, the proposed type(s)
and a similar statement of intent must be submitted with the application
to revise a permit (ARP). The Division will not consider a permit
revision to build brushpiles to be significant revision for the purpose of

public notice and hearings.

evegetation Requirements and Barren eas

For the purpose of fulfilling the revegetation requirements, the area
on which a brushpile is located will be considered an exempted area, in
accordance with paragraph (B) of Rule 1501:13-9-15 of the Ohio
Administrative Code, and will therefore not be considered a barren area.
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