OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF RECLAMATION

ssPOL1CY/PROCEDURE DIRECTIVE**
Underground 90-2

Replaces Underground 89-5 Remove from PPD file

Subject: Subsidence Damage

Effective: April 1, 1990

Purpose: To establish effective monitoring of full coal
recovery operations such that subsidence damages
are reported and repaired or mitigated. See O0.A.C.
1501:13-12-03(C) (D).

The Division of Reclamation is required to notify
underground coal mining operators of subsidence related material
damage to structures or surface land, or of any failure to
maintain the value or reasonably foreseeable use of surface
lands.

In order to determine the type and location of subsidence
impacts the Division will conduect monthly inspections of the
active subsidence areas at all full coal recovery operations.
Inspections of privately owned structures and water supplies will
be done only if requested by the owner/occupant. Subsequent to
these monthly inspections the Division inspector will meet with
the operator to review the status of all pending subsidence
damages.

Any subsidence that damages a structure, impedes or
diminishes the pre-mining land use capabilities, poses a hazard
to the public, or diminishes or contaminates a developed water
supply, will be subject to the issuance of a subsidence damage
notice. If an operator has already notified the Division of
Reclamation in writing of subsidence damage to surface lands or
structures & subsidence damage notice will not be issued. The
operator's response time to submit those items required pursuant
to 1501:13-12-03(G) or (H) will be tolled from the date the
operator notified the Division. The general format of the-
subsidence notice will be in accordance with the attached
examples; such notices will be sent certified mail.



Examples of the ‘types of damage subject to the notice
procedure are as follows:

Structures: any damage which did not exist prior to
subsidence as determined by the pre-
subsidence survey, such as cracks or tilt.

Surface land: tension cracks which remain open in the
static state, landslides, and diverted or
interrupted perennial stream flows.

Water Supplies: supplies diminished in quantity or
quality.

These examples are not meant to be all inclusive since each
situation must be evaluated on a site specific basis.

If an inspector is not able to immediately determine the
necessity of issuing a damage notice, the issuance will be
delayed pending further investigation.

For each incident of subsidence damage including subsidence
damage that the operator notifies the Division of, the attached
form entitled "Subsidence Damage Report" will be completed by the
inspector. This report will be used by the Division to track all
subsidence damage from the date of discovery through the date of
final resolution. Such follow-up will ensure that all subsidence
damage has been identified and repaired or mitigated.

Gordon L. Huffopd, Manager
Inspection and Enforcement Section
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