Guidelines for the Submission of

Surface Mining Bond and Fees 

The following general guidelines are designed to assist with the proper submission of bond and fees required prior to the issuance of a surface industrial mineral mining permit.  If bond and fees are submitted to the Division of Mineral Resources incorrectly, the issuance of a surface industrial mineral mining permit will be delayed.  Prior to submitting any bond or fees, please review carefully these guidelines and the associated bond forms that are required.  Should you have any questions, please contact the Division of Mineral Resources Management (DMRM), Permitting & Bonding Section at 614-265-6633.

The following must be considered and/or completed accurately:

1. No bond or fees should be submitted until notification is received from the division that the permit application has been approved.  DMRM will forward a bill with the amount required at the time an application is approved.

2. Acreage Fees and Permit Fees must be paid with personal, business or certified checks ONLY.  Bond may be provided as either cash bond, certificates of deposit, letters of credit or surety bonds only.  No other form of bond is acceptable.

3. Surface industrial mineral mining bond is calculated at a minimum $10,000 bond PLUS $1,000 for each acre estimated to be affected during the first year of mining.  Additional acres to be affected, as reported in the required Surface Mining (IM) Annual Report submitted to the division, will be billed at $1,000 per acre.

4. Payment for Acreage Fees, Permit Fees and Cash Bond may be combined on one check payable to the STATE OF OHIO and accompanied by the original invoice.  It is however, preferred that cash bond be provided on a separate check from fees.

5. Cash Bond: Only personal, corporate or certified checks are acceptable for submission of cash bond.  All check submission for cash bond must have a completed Cash Bond form attached.
6. Certificate of Deposits:  CD’s may be provided as bond for surface mining permits.  Original certificates (NO COPIES) must be submitted and accompanied by both a Certificate of Deposit Assignment form and a Cash Bond form.  In such cases where the certificate is made “Payable to the State of Ohio,” only the Cash Bond form would be required. Certificates of deposit with a maturity of less than 12 months will not be accepted.
7. Letters of Credit:  The ONLY form that will be accepted for submission of letters of credit to meet surface mining bonding requirements is the division’s Bank Letter of Credit.  This form must be completed in its entirety by the issuing bank and MUST contain original signatures.  
8. Surety Bonds:  The ONLY form that will be accepted by the Division of Mineral Resources Management for surety bonds is a division Surety Bond form.  Power-of-Attorney MUST also be included.  Where the Power-of-Attorney indicates that the person signing for the surety is not an Ohio resident, then a counter-signature of an Ohio Resident Agent is required.  The Surety Company and/or agent mailing address must also be included.
9. Payments for bond and/or fees should be submitted to:
Ohio Department of Natural Resources

Division of Mineral Resources Management

2045 Morse Road, Building H-3

Columbus, OH 43229-6993

ATTENTION:  BONDING SECTION


We recommend that all bond and fee payments be mailed either certified mail or via UPS, FedEX or other courier service that allows for parcel tracking capabilities.

Please contact the Permitting & Bonding Section at 614-265-6633 if you have further questions.
